





Kerewan Samba Sirreh in the house of former
circumciser Sunkangba Damba, one of the
original 18 “Sheroines” (posters on the wall and
sign in the corner).

Even though she is very old, she i1s still working in
her rice fields. “I would rather farm for myself than
sit in the compound all day, babysitting, screaming
myself hoarse at these kids and then at the end of
the day their mothers barely give me a handful of
rice,” she laughed.

She said: “Ever since our great-grandmothers we used to practice, even though there was harm in it. Life
has a yesterday, a today, and a tomorrow.”

Interview.

Jabbi Sisters in Brikama. This is a voluntary women’s
organization of about 30 women, 20 or so of whom
showed up for a meeting

They started leadership training with GAMCO-
TRAP in 2006 and participated in Zero Tolerance
celebrations.

“Before, we didn’t know much about FGM. But the
harm is more than the benefit.”

“Even in Islam it says that if you have to circumcise,
only take very little.”

They told of a set of women twins, one a friend of theirs. This sister was always complaining that she did not
enjoy sex and only submitted to it because it was her marital duty. She thought this was because of FGM,
because her twin sister who was not circumcised professed to enjoy sex a lot. I was a bit confused about why
one twin would be circumcised and not the other, but they explained that one had been fostered out and was
raised in Senegal.
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Bansang, meeting in the compound of the alkalo
(whose mother used to be the circumciser). He
said: “All is quiet here. We are keeping an ear out
[for people practicing FGM].”

Woman’s leader said: “What we are looking for is
health. Especially for the children. That is why we
are behind GAMCOTRAP.”

Former alkalo (on the left) explained that this has
been going on for three years and that “there has

been more of a benefit than I expected.”

One woman looked at Amie and said: “Amie, they used to insult you when you were talking on the radio.
But now they are fully stopping. This practice is dying a natural death.”

One very old woman jumped up from her seat and said “I can’t sit down when I talk about this!” She
expressed how happy she is about the program. “Everyone is happy about this, but I am the most happy.
Just like a driver has an apprentice, we have learned from GAMCOTRAP”

Jabbi Sisters. “We pray for GAMCOTRAP”
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February 24-26, 2009:

Dissemination exercise, working meetings with:

GAMCOTRAP:

Dr. Isatou Touray - Executive Director

Amie Bojang-Sissoho - Programme Coordinator
Omar Dibba - Assistant Youth Coordinator
Musa Jallow - Finance Officer
Muhammed Singhateh - Intern

NKTF:

Mette Brathen Njie

Hanne Slatten

February 25, Partner Meeting with:

Sidia Jatta - Chairperson of the Board

Olimatou Jarju - Coordinator of Mutapola

Aja Nano Touray - CBF from Sibanor

Yaya Jallow - Community Health Nurse from Foni
Kumba Kora - CBF from Basse

Fatou Bojang - CBF and former circumeciser from Brikama
Imam Baba Leigh - Religious Adviser, GAMCOTRAP

Alh. Malick Nyang - Islamic Teacher

Kebba Barrow - TANGO

Interview with Ousman Jabbo, Director of TANGO
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Appendix 3

Networks in which GAMCOTRAP participates

International Level:

Inter African Committee
AMANITARE
Women Living Under Muslim Laws

MUSAWAH for Equality and Justice in the Muslim Family
African Feminist Forum

National Level:

Gender Action Team
Women’s Bureau

GAMNASS (Gambia Network of AIDS Support Societies
Mutapola (adopted from Uganda, this means Network of Positive Women Living with HIV/AIDS)
Child Protection Alliance

Grassroots Level:

Allatentu Kafo of Ebo Town
Kartong Women’s Kafo
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Appendix 4

Activities completed from Under the FOKUS funded Project from 2006 to 2008

Activities Year 1D C°'““?”“'W Number_ . Nump e_zr . Male Female
and Region of Communities of Beneficiaries
Training with TBAs, Circumcisers, Suduwol. Uooer River
Community Health Providers 2006 | oo PP 12 Communities 13 55 58
Traditional healers, and herbalist d
Training with TBAs, Circumcisers, 2006 8utqkoba, Upper River 6 Communities 100 0 70
and Parents Region
Training with Traditional Birth Bansana. Central River
Attendant, Circumcisers, traditional | 2006 sang, 40 Communities 250 50 200
. Region
healers and herbalists
Networking 2006 | Sibanor, Western Region | 2 communities 50 50
Total trained 2006 513 135 378
Training with Traditional
Commumpators, women O.f 2007 Tgmbasaqgang, i 11 Communities 115 26 89
reproductive age, Gircumcisers, River Region
women leaders and TBAS
Training with Decision Makers 2007 | Sangajor, Western Region | 4 Communities 162 54 108
Training information campaign with 2007 | URR 20 Communities 99 47 57
youths Drama Group
Training with Schools on FLE,
Reproductive Health and Traditional | 2007 5 Schools
Practices
Central River Region Kaur Senior Secondary | 5y, 100 100
School
. . Bansang Senior
Central River Region Secondary School 169 93 76
, Farafenni Senior
North Bank Region Secondary School 145 64 81
Lower River Region Tahir Ahmaclyya Serior 161 58 103
Secondary School
Kerewan Upper Basic
North Bank Region and Senior Secondary | 166 77 89
School
Total trained 2007 1,217 514 703
Training with Local decision Makers | 2008 EE”;”’GaraWO" Tk | 4 communities 328 88 240
Training with Traditional 2008 | Bantanto — CRR 4 communities 107 %5 72
Communicators
Training on FGM, HIV and other Mutapola,
Traditional Practices with Women 2008 | URR,CRR,NBR, WR & 9 Support Groups 28 28
Living with HIV/AIDS GBA
Total frained 2008 463 123 340
Total trained in 3 years A5 117 2,193 772 1,421
-2008
Estimated Indirect Beneficiaries
(Total multiplied by 5) 10,065 3.860 7105

Based on the Average Family size
in the Gambia 6.5
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New Circumcisers for the Dropping of the Knife
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Appendix 6: Contributions from other donors.

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM OTHER DONORS

DONOR NAME

Donor Activity / Area of Operations

Equality Now

Community Out Reach Activities

Institutional Support to GAMCOTRAP

Global Fund for Women

Community Out Reach Activities / Training

Inter African Committee (IAC)

Youths Programmes

Operational Research

P.0.Salaries

AEO Materials and Feasibility Study of AEO

Media Training

Save the Children Fund Dakar

Dropping of the Knife Celebration

Community Training Activities

Institutional Support to Gamcotrap

Training Activities / Out Reach Activities

NIYO Sweden

Training Activities / Out Reach Activities

Future in Our Hands (FIOH)

Support to Dropping of the Knife Celebration




International Womens committee in NK'TT together with Isatou Touray
at a seminar with MKBK, Oslo November 2008.
Photographer: Trine Brathen

from left: Mette Brathen Njie, Isatou Touray, Caroline Revling Erichsen,
Tone Marie Falch, Hanne Slatten.






